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Dr. Willard Daggett, preSIdent of lntematlonal Center for Leadershap in Educaﬂon says thatall-educators .

can use the Rigor/Relevance Framework to'sét their standards of excellenceas:well‘as

slan the. objec- r

ives they.wish to achieve, wherein the §tudents achievements are easured- by the: Six components of
Knowledge and the five components oprpl;cat;an as shown above. Daggett demonst[ates that. thewqud

is a D based world and U.S. schools have-become Abased. In addition, section B.representsskills: obtained .

at the technical and vocational schools in the nation while sectlon C represents skllis obtalned from calreges |

and unwerSItles
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Daggett. "But who is pushing
school reform, businesses are,
the private séctor. Why not the
. educating community?”

Daggett says since 1983, and
the publication of A Nation at
Risk, the nation has experienced
increasing pressure to raise aca-

- demic.standards for all students,
coneretely known as the No
Child Left Behind Act. Yet, the
way the system is set up to bet-
ter prepare our children is in
fact putiing them behind the
rest of the world.

“The first rule in educ:atlon
reform is: you will not and can-
not change your schools until
you have more pressure for

" change than resistance to

change,” saild an enthused

Daggett. “I am going to try hard

to make you [teachers, legisla-

tors, administrators, parents and

the media] feel as guilty as pos--

sible because we are part of the
problem. Still, everyone's got
ideas of what someone else
should do.”

Daggett quickly dove into the
meat of the problem that U.S.
schools are facing in 2007 and

said that outside -of school the .

world is changing faster than
the world inside of school.
“Literacy is constantly evolving
and changing and we are teach-
ing our students Old English”
said Daggett referring to the out-

dated forms'of readjng and writ-

" ing that are prcsent in the . 8.
pitblic sehool :-:.ystem" “E-mail .
has become fhe: prmary source -

of comimtini atiofr-in aur gov-

ernment ‘ahd amongst our, pri- -
vate sectors;-s0 Why areil't we’

teaching ‘e-miadl i school? Eqmty
and excellence are in cqpﬂict i
‘Daggett proceedéd 10 discuss

the.generation gap between
“teachers {the baby boomers and -

generation X) and students (the
millenmials); and explained -to
the audience that todaY’s youth
are digital learners and thus

information thaves four 1o five: -

tirmes fastér through thefbrains
than their parents’ brains..
Daggett: mentioned several
times during his lecture ‘that he
was not politically con-ect and

‘frankly, kids today ‘analyze’
media and images very quickly

and their teachers are simply
boring them to death.

“Your schools have become
museums and we have become
curators,” said Daggett.

He suggests a change in the .

instruction and not in.the struc-
ture to produce a holistic and

" up-to-date ‘output, an: output

as fast and convenient-as the
latest IPOD that is 16,000 times
faster than the 1964 IBM sys-
tem Daggett used when' he was
in college.

In a nut shell, the U.S. s fac-
ing challenges with globaliza-
tion and growing technology

and Daggett says that in a year -

',ortwotheUS vszlll‘notbethe "

preeminerit economic world
powerthat it hasbeen: - . =
“Youare abouit to get handed
your' lunch: India and. China 5
 have. awakcn Private sectors
want our young people to cope
with the global ecoriomy and -
the -children iri the VI are zpt
ready" corﬂinued Daggett
"Daggett'says:
* Abandon.grade eqtﬁvélenc;r
measures of readabilify, and
adapt the Léxile Framework that
“avoids the. probleim of Taheling .

_reading expeotatlons fer a. par .

‘teachers migh 11Ke 1o teach ut
students dort need toKnow.

** Practice. arid share the Rigor
and Reievance ework—ftie

-student's abilityr to apply ‘high-
rigor knowledge in a relevant, -
real-woild Setting—as it-hest’
describes the differerice betweert
high- performancc sc:hoo}s and
the others. '

* Don't negotlate core acadermc :
learning in English, maths and
sciences, but stretch learning

2 beyond ‘the minimum require-
mhents and engage students.
Lastly, help develop to the stu-
dent's personal skills.

. Daggett will host his 15th
Model Schools Conference in -
Washington D.C. on Satuiday,
June 30 untl Tuesday, July 3 :
and has invited:a team from each
public-schoeol on'island to attend:



